
Pipwharauroa Trail 

July 3, 2022 
(Waikato) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
Map from: http://motowalknz.com/2020/09/14/pipiwharauroa/ 
 
Distance: 17.6 km return (4 – 5 hours) 
Difficulty: Grade 2 
 
The Te Uku Wind Farm Project involves the co-operation of Waikato District 
Council, Meridian Energy and landowners.  Community participation plays an 
important role in the establishment and maintenance of the wind farm. The 
track runs over private farmland owned by Vanhoutte and Jowsey families.  
It was the original roads transporting turbines to the Te Uku Wind Farm.  
Walkers and cyclists are required to stay on the track. 
 





Misty and foggy, the morning day,               
winter and season, the cool early July day… 
It is warmer than expected.  We arrive at our destination with 
the sky magnificently shine, starting to open…The sun is vaguely 
seen through the whitish cloud. 
Following the main road, we move up and down winding through 
the undulating farmland. 
Fresh as such rawness, thriving through radiative cooling, it’s so 
amusing to see how bright can the colour green be. 
A pasture of goodwill, he he ho…thanks to you, the charming 
owners, letting us to come over here, Te Uku Wind Farm. 



Te Uku Wind Farm is situated at the Wharauroa Plateau in 
Waikato.  It is a working farm with cattle and sheep. 
All over the grassland, we can see herds of cattle and scatters of 
sheep, so nice and pleasant in an harmonious way. 
Crossing the steep rolling terrain, crisscross with valleys, we 
stray over the road running on a sloping contour. 
The terrain winds over, reaching over 430m of height.  Wind 
speed escalates as it travels upland. 
Quite a genuine consolidation, there’s not much wind on the day 
when we start our walk, pretty calm and relaxing. 



Much of the trail is a wide gravel road, pretty flat (though 
sloping in a steep extent). 
Old tracts branching out from the main road and rejoin again, 
making the walk safe and steady. 
The tracks have prominent entry and exit signboards, giving 
walkers sufficient time for re-routing. 







Shadow over sloping ground,           
spur over valley down, sunshine 
happens one-side down. 
Glittering edge lines up distinctive 
lineaments. 
Grass grown upon wetly ground, weed 
outgrown surrounding bound, 
vegetation endures in a survival 
ground. 
Forest trees arise in a distant horizon. 
A mix and match, a comparison and 
contrast, the ground got a greenery 
hatch. 
What a moment, what a snapshot, a bit 
of jigsaw, some sort of puzzle, isn’t it? 
Life on earth, grasses and trees, all 
dress in their winter light. 
An overshadow, not at all! 





Misty and foggy, a natural 
phenomenon, colours and 
mixing, a reflection of light… 
In the backdrop of surrounding 
mountains, hilly terrain runs 
in a folding-unfolding fashion. 
That’s nature.  It’s greenery, 
tree cluster, meadow…current. 
Zooming in and out, moving to 
and fore, swifts in a watcher’s 
orbit. 
Fading scene, fading ground, 
all comes in a swirling pool. 
Dream-like scene, standalone 
episode, sometimes come true. 
Power of seeing, perceptual 
clue makes sense. 
Maori legend does tell. 







Covering an area of 55.8 Km2, Te Uku Wind Farm is the 
northernmost North Island wind farm locating near Raglan in 
Waikato Region.  The turbines are tallest in NZ (137 m).  Of the 28 
turbines, the towers were made in Korea and the rest of the 
components were manufactured in Denmark.  Native plants 
were placed in the farm with two ecological significant wetlands 
identified.  Electricity supply (64 MW) began in Year 2011. 





With intermittent rain, we are 
upholding our strength to carry 
on.  Not at all any afraid. 
By the time reaching the highest 
point, the wind is blowing quite 
strongly and rain keeps pouring. 
The wind turbine sound seems die 
out…Hei, the turbines disappear… 
Have to change our thought of 
having lunch later and head back, 
ending up with lunch at a lower 
elevation under the bush. 
The bad weather continues, with 
rainy and fine weather.  My 
umbrella becomes wet again after 
drying by the passing wind. 
The trail is a pretty well-
constructed one and with no 
difficulty at all.  Thanks the 
Dickens couple to take us here! 


